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It’s Breslin’s next big project

B Real estate studies
center at Hofstra has
his name and dollars

BY ELLEN YAN

Elany AN new sl oy Coam

More than half a century ago,
when developer Wilbur Breslin
started his carcer, there were
corn  fields, then suburban
sprawl, some of which the busi-
nessman freely conceded he
committed.

In a ceremony yesterday, the
man responsible for some
Long Island's big commercial
projects helped kack off Hofstra
University's Wilbur F. Breslin
Center for Real Estate Swdies,
where indu professionals,
government officials, the public
and smdents can convene o
tackle sorne of Long Island's big-

ut problems. Like sprawl. Or
m rime collapse. Or more
real estate profession-
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Wilbur Breslin

“It is my hope that this cen-
ter will keep Long Istand at the
forefront of changes in the in-
dustry,” said the founder of
Ereslin Realty.

The new venture will take a
multidisciplinary approach to
real egpate, with programs that
encompass zoning law, market

forees, taxes and other i1ssues
The center i5 expected to serve
as a think fank and a rescurce
for consumers.

It opens at a time when uni-
versity and some industry offi-
cials believe real estate igsues,
from mortgages to the environ-
ment, are more complex than
BVer,

The first offering will be d-
land-use training program o
Monday for Long Island's Im.':.rd-l:*
cision-makers, followed later by
a panel on green building and a
fall conference on redeveloping
Long Iskand, said Richard Guardi-
no Jr., the center's execulive
dean and Hofstra's vice presi-
dent for business development.

“The Breslin Center . . . will
generate an innovative and
scholarly discussion about how
real estate issues impact our re-
gion and society,” said Hofstra
president Stuart Rabinowitz.
“t will give the study of real es-
tate thi kind of economic analy-
gi5 it has not yet received.”

Breslin, BO, is a former Hof-
sira board member whose lat-
est gift of $2.25 million to the
university will help fund the
center. He's bumped up against
epvironmentalists and commue-
nity groups on high-profile
projects that have raken de-
cades to settle, Including an
BS0,000-square-foot  shopping
center that will include some
pine barrens in Yaphank.

The developer, who said
after the ceremony that he's
made his share of business mis-
takes, said his role in the center
is yet to be defined but he has
lessons to pass on. His philan-
thropic efforts for Hofstra —
230 million raised when he was
chairman of the university's
capital campaign — may be the
college life he never had after
graduating from Hempstead
High School at 16,

*The streets of Long [sland
were our classrooms,™ he said,
"and very few of us were lucky
1o get any formal fraining.”



